07 April 2021, 14.00 - 15.30 CET
World Health Day 2021 will mark health equity and will be the starting point for a year-long equity campaign
aiming to bring people together to build a fairer, healthier world. COVID-19 has illuminated and
magnified health inequities. Based on current socioeconomic analyses, inequalities are predicted to increase
in the future, further threatening health equity and the right to health of all persons. WHD 2021 calls for urgent
action to tackle health inequities, with a focus on COVID-19 and building back fairly.
This virtual gala event “An urgent call to work together to tackle health inequities” is organized by WHO and is
the ‘launch’ event for WHD 2021. It is part of a series of webinar and capacity building events being convened
under the umbrella of World Health Day by different WHO departments and Regional Offices throughout 2021.
The virtual event will be opened by the WHO Director-General, followed by a moderated panel discussion on the
topic: How inequities are being magnified in the current COVID-19 context, what is needed to change this, and
how we can build back fairly.
Invitation: This event is open to all including representatives of Governments, academia and research
institutes, multilateral system partners, and members of international professional organizations, civil
society and community groups working on health equity together for a fairer, healthier world.

Time CET

Speakers

14.00 - 14.10

Join the campaign for a fairer healthier world - Greeting and opening speech - Director General Dr Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus (WHO)

14.10 - 15.30

Panel discussion – How inequities are being magnified in the current COVID-19 context, what is
needed to change this, and how can we build back fairly?
The panel will be moderated by Professor Pascale Allotey, Director, International Institute for Global
Health United Nations University. Panelists will speak for 5 minutes each:
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

Associate Professor John Ataguba Director, Health Economics Unit, School of Public Health
and Family Medicine, University of Cape Town - on economic aspects of inequities.
Professor Cesar Victora, Emeritus Professor Epidemiology, Federal University of Pelotas,
Brazil - on disaggregated health data and health inequality monitoring.
Dr Sana Contractor Independent consultant, Convenor, COPASAH Sexual and Reproductive
Rights Hub, CHSJ, New Delhi, India and an Alumnus (2016) Emerging Voices - on trust and
accountability between health systems and communities.
Dr Jeanette Vega Senior Adviser, Health Innovation and Digital Transformation, Red de Salud
UC-CHRISTUS, Chile - on civil society action, including the role of digital technologies.
Professor Michael Marmot Director, Institute of Health Equity, UCL Department of
Epidemiology & Public Health - on the need to build on the COVID-19 response to catalyse action.

There will then be a moderated discussion. All panelists will make a closing comment and the event will be
closed by Professor Allotey.
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